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Prattinton Collection

The Prattinton Collection relating to the history of Worcestershire (MS 520) was assembled by Dr. Peter Prattinton (1776-1840) and received by the Society in 1841 under the terms of his will. It consists of notes and extracts, letters, deeds, many original drawings, engravings, and printed material.

Peter Prattinton was born in Bewdley in 1776, the only son of William Prattinton, a member of a family long connected with the flourishing grocery trade which supplied local shops with goods imported through Bristol. He was educated at Oxford and became a Bachelor of Medicine in 1797; he was always known as Dr. Prattinton, but never entered medical practice. He used the wealth which he inherited to devote himself almost entirely to collecting material on Worcestershire history and antiquities especially between 1810 and 1835. Every August he would leave Bewdley to visit churches in the county and transcribe property deeds in private possession. Returning in October, he would work on his notes making fair copies until February or March, when he would go to Worcester, Oxford, or London for long periods of research in public and private collections. He died a bachelor in 1840, and was buried in Ribbesford.

By his will of 1819, Prattinton gave to the Society of Antiquaries of London "all my collections for illustrating 'Mr. Habingdon's Survey of the County of Worcestershire' ". Prattinton was not a Fellow, but had spent much time in 1810 transcribing the collections of Thomas Habington (1560-1647) and other Worcestershire material which had been left to the Society, by a former president, Rev Charles Lyttelton. Prattinton was an avid collector of historical and contemporary items on the county, who never published anything himself.

When Prattinton's collections were sent by cart from Bewdley to London in 1841, they filled one large oak chest and four other boxes. The manuscript material (now MS 520) comprises 75 volumes of notes; 5 large folio volumes of hundreds of pamphlets, printed notices, and plans; 38 boxes of pamphlets, deeds, and letters; 5 boxes of illustrations; and 2 volumes of portraits. He also gave many printed books, museum objects, seal impressions, and brass rubbings.

This extensive collection has been arranged by the Worcestershire historian, E A B Barnard, and listed in his The Prattinton Collection of Worcestershire History (Evesham: The Journal Press, 1931) and two additional typescript catalogues compiled in 1932 and 1951. A summary can be found in Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Society of Antiquaries of London (Woodbridge: Brewer, 2000). Only a selection of the material has, as yet, been catalogued here. It includes several rare preliminary drawings done for the Ordnance Survey. Prattinton acquired these and kept them, whereas in other areas they were thrown away after the finished plans had been drawn.

